West Branch of the Little Calumet River
Conservation Action Plan Factsheet

Virginia rails, marsh wrens and great egrets are among
many species of birds that inhabit wetlands of the
West Branch of the Little Calumet River.

Human Well-Being Targets
Human well-being targets for this
landscape are paramount to achieving
conservation goals. They include
optimizing flood alleviation, improving
community health and resilience
through connections to nature,
enhancing recreational opportunities
and improving the quality of the land,
air and water through implementation
of conservation strategies.

Conservation Targets

Conservation Action Planning
The West Branch of the Little Calumet
River corridor exists within a highly
engineered landscape bracketed by
levees to the north and south that protect
nearby communitites from flooding. The
levees also limit seasonal fluctuations in
water levels in adjacent wetlands.
Effective strategies to address human
well-being and conservation targets, such
as those developed through Conservation
Action Planning and listed below, keep
these contraints in focus.

Conservation Vision and
Geographic Scope
"From Indianapolis Blvd. on the west to the
confluence with Deep River near Interstate 65 on
the east, the conservation vision for the West
Branch of the Little Calumet River is to restore and
manage the landscape in a manner that optimizes
flood alleviation and recreational opportunities for
surrounding communities, while conserving
habitat for breeding marsh birds and other
threatened fish and wildlife."

Conservation Strategies

-Conservation approaches that integrate
water levels and flow through wetlands
according to constraints from levees and
flood control structures

-Address limited funding for conservation
in Lake County, Indiana

Conservation Threats
There are a multitude of threats along
the West Branch including invasive
species, habitat loss, pollution and
dumping, lack of awareness and
appreciation for nature, limited funding
for conservation and climate change
impacts such as increased risk for
flooding.

Conservation Partners

-Coordinated efforts to restore Tier 1 and
Tier 2 conservation targets and connect
them to an active floodplain

-Improve human well-being targets with
dedicated programming

Conservation targets for the West
Branch include protecting marsh birds
and restoring hemi-marsh habitat along
the entirety of the river corridor.
Associated charismatic species, instream habitat and upland habitat are
secondary targets that can be improved
by focused efforts to conserve marsh
birds and hemi-marsh habitat.

A great blue heron family in wetland habitat and
in a mural in nearby Hammond, IN highlight the
connection between people and nature along the
West Branch of the Little Calumet River.

The Conservation Action Plan for the West Branch of the Little Calumet was prepared collaboratively by:

AUDUBON GREAT LAKES | THE CITY OF GARY
LAKE COUNTY PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT | THE NATURE CONSERVANCY
NORTHWEST INDIANA REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
SAVE THE DUNES | THE WETLANDS INITIATIVE

Conservation along the West Branch
involve many collaborative
partnerships with organizations such as
Audubon Great Lakes, The City of
Gary, Lake County Parks, The Nature
Conservancy, the Northwest Indiana
Regional Planning Commission,
NIPSCO, Indiana University Northwest,
The Wetlands Initiative and many
more.
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