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MISSION
Save the Dunes protects and
advocates for the Indiana
Dunes, Lake Michigan and the
surrounding natural areas for
the betterment of the
environment, and the people
who live, work and recreate in
Northwest Indiana.

VISION
The Indiana dunes and
surrounding natural areas are
protected in perpetuity while
achieving a sustainable balance
between nature and the
human-made environment.
We envision a region of
environmental stewards who
celebrate and protect our
natural areas for future
generations

PROGRAMS
Conservation
We protect the Indiana dunes by
preserving and restoring critical
lands and waters that make up
the dune ecosystem of
Northwest Indiana.

Advocacy
We are the leading advocate
in the Great Lakes and
Northwest Indiana’s dune
ecosystem protection and
enhancement at the local,
regional, state, and
national levels.

Community Action
We engage Northwest Indiana
communities in Indiana dune
ecosystem and Lake Michigan
protection through educational
events and advocacy training.

A Letter from the
Executive Director,
Natalie Johnson
Dear Save the Dunes Members & Supporters,
If you’re like me, then you know that one of the best ways to destress during these uncertain times is by getting outside. In
Northwest Indiana, our dunescape provides a wondrous playground
for hiking, fishing, birding, kayaking and more. Our organization is
proud to be a steward of these lands and waters - ensuring that
they remain protected and enhanced for this generation and the
next. Though our organization has found ourselves adapting our
work and conducting business from home, our resolve and
commitment to the dunes and Lake Michigan remain unchanged.
This year, like many, kicked off with much excitement. We refreshed our organization’s mission
and vision, adopted a series of values that defines what we stand for, and approved an updated
strategic plan to guide our work for the next five years. Later this year, we will be working on a
communication plan as well as unveiling an updated website with improved access to our
resources. All of these efforts only strengthen our effectiveness in protecting our Indiana Dunes
National Park, State Park, and surrounding lands and waters.
Yet, there’s so many other things to celebrate. In 2021, we will release our Pollinator Edition of
the Living in the Dunes Guide – your resource for choosing native plants for your garden that will
support pollinators while also increasing biodiversity. We will also be continuing efforts with our
partners to re-create pollinator habitat across Northwest Indiana – providing a space for our
butterflies, bumblebees, birds and more to thrive. In addition to important restoration work, we’re
also helping to expand trails in the region, including working collaboratively to extend the
Marquette Trail in Lake County as well as the East Branch of the Little Calumet River water trail in
Porter County.
(continued on page 2)

Advocacy, of course, always takes center stage in our work. After facing two grave pollution events in our region over the
last several years, we are releasing a pollution prevention plan to guide our organization as well as collaborating entities to
address water pollution before it happens. We look forward to delivering presentations this year on how you can be an
advocate for clean water as well as how to get involved in the public commenting process for many of our local industries’
permit hearings. We’re optimistic that we can work together to defend our waterways from the threat of extreme pollution in
the future.
As you read through our spring newsletter, I hope that you find yourself inspired and asking how you can “get involved.” Due
to the pandemic, we are limiting many of our in-person events, but we do invite you to engage with us virtually through our
social media and our website (savedunes.org). Conditions permitting, we look forward to offering more in-person events this
Fall. We also plan to bring back a region favorite, the Badass Women of the Dunes program, which tells the stories about
the amazing women in history who led the dunes protection movement.
Though we are faring well through the pandemic, I cannot lie – this is a very challenging time for nonprofits like ours. With
giving trending towards our colleagues in humanitarian aid, environmental organizations struggle to retain funding.
Therefore, I ask you to consider making a gift to Save the Dunes to support our endeavors to protect our areas’ greatest
natural assets. Remember, no gift is too small. You make our work possible.
DEMAND
COUNTABILITY FROM BIG POLLUTERS.
While
weA C
anticipate
new challenges and threats to our region’s natural areas, we are ready to take action. You can always
count on Save the Dunes to be your local champions for the environment. We are truly appreciative of your ongoing and
strong support of our mission, and we are incredibly grateful for all that you do for Save the Dunes. Take care, stay safe,
and see you outside.
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INFLUENCE

DECISION-MAKERS AND POLICY FOR FURTHER

PROTECTION OF OUR LANDS AND WATERS.

Sincerely,

PHOTO BY MYRA CSEKE

P. S. Your donation directly supports Save the Dunes’ ability to be a responsive
leader to existing and emerging threats to our region’s natural resources. Please
make a gift today and give generously.
Natalie Johnson
Executive Director

HOW YOUR GIFT HELPS
DEMAND ACCOUNTABILITY

FROM BIG POLLUTERS.

INFLUENCE DECISION-MAKERS

AND POLICY FOR

FURTHER PROTECTION OF OUR LANDS AND
WATERS.

DEFEND HOOSIERS

RIGHTS TO KEEP OUR LAKE

MICHIGAN BEACHES PUBLIC FOR ALL TO ENJOY.

INITIATE REGIONAL

CONSERVATION PLANNING

THAT PROTECTS OUR MOST SENSITIVE AND
ECOLOGICALLY DIVERSE LANDS AND WATERS.

SUPPORT THE

INDIANA DUNES NATIONAL PARK

AND SURROUNDING LANDS THROUGH HABITAT
RESTORATION AND ACQUISITION OF ADJACENT
PROPERTIES WHILE ALSO INCREASING
RECREATION POTENTIAL

.

PLAN AND PREPARE FOR

CLIMATE CHANGE

IMPACTS TO OUR BIODIVERSE LANDS,
SUPPORTING LAND MANAGERS WITH ADAPTIVE
MANAGEMENT TOOLS TO PROTECT THE INDIANA
DUNES ECOSYSTEM.

SUPPORT AT SAVEDUNES.ORG
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Indiana's Toxic Reputation
It’s a headline that shocked many in the region – “Indiana leads the nation in toxic chemical
releases; four of the biggest producers in Northwest Indiana, report finds.” The article,
which references the recently released 2019 U.S. EPA Toxics Release Inventory National
Analysis report, suggests that Indiana has the greatest number of industries releasing
chemical waste with facilities in our region leading the way. What does this report mean for
our environment?
For starters, it may come as a surprise that many industries and businesses in the United
States have permitted, allowable releases of chemical waste as part of normal business
operations. The U.S. EPA report informs communities about how much chemical waste is
actually managed at facilities as well as how much is released into the environment. This
includes chemical waste that is recycled, combusted for energy recovery, treated for
destruction, and disposed of or otherwise released on- and off-site. This last method of
disposal may pose the greatest threat to the environment and includes emissions to the air,
discharges to bodies of water, disposal at the facility to land, disposal in underground
injection wells, and more.
When examining the data specifically for Lake, Porter, and LaPorte counties, we note that a
total of 39,304,400 lbs of chemical waste was released into our environment (either on-site
of the facility or off-site) during 2019. Some of the more prevalent chemicals in these three
counties include ammonia and nitrate compounds (see figures). This total represents
approximately 36% of the total chemical waste generated through normal business
operations, the rest being recycled, recovered, or treated.
Though spills and other exceedances do happen, we must recognize that even outside of
these incidents, Northwest Indiana’s land, air, and water continue to receive allowed
amounts of pollution on a daily basis. These industries and businesses use many chemicals
to make the products we depend on such as steel, pharmaceuticals, computers, and more. In
many cases, most chemicals are managed by these facilities in ways that minimize releases
into the environment, and through oversight by the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management, are monitored for staying within the limits of their allowable releases.
Yet, in an area as heavily concentrated with chemical waste-producing industry, we must do
more than the bare minimum that the U.S. EPA requires. We also must continue to trend
downward in our source pollution reduction efforts – something that has been unsteady
across our three counties over the last three years. In an area where millions are flocking to
enjoy our treasured 61st national park as well as drinking Lake Michigan’s water in homes
and businesses – we must press our industries to adopt permits that hold them to a higher
standard. To do so, our communities must voice our opinions, participate in public forums,
and comment on industrial permits.
Save the Dunes often engages in these conversations, but it will take pressure from all of us
to improve our region's environmental health. If you are concerned about Northwest
Indiana's pollution problem, we urge you to contact your State legislator and ask for greater
financial support of the Indiana Department of Environmental Management. Not sure who
your representative is? Go to iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators to easily identify and
obtain your representative's contact information.

39,304,400 LBS
OF CHEMICAL WASTE WAS RELEASED
IN OUR REGION IN 2019

LAKE COUNTY
Total On-site & Off-Site Disposal or
Other Releases: 35.1 Million lbs
Top Five Chemicals Released
Into Air & Water 2019:
Air 1.5 million pounds

Ammonia 28%
Hydrogen Sulfide 14%
Hyrdochloric Acid 13%
Sulfuric Acid 7%
Other 28%
Water 1.2 million lbs

Nitrate Compounds 94%
Diethanolamine 2%
Ammonia 1%
Zinc Compounds 1%
Molybdenum Trioxide 1%
Other 1%

PORTER COUNTY
Total On-site & Off-Site Disposal or
Other Releases: 3.6 Million lbs
Top Five Chemicals Released
Into Air & Water:
Air 418 thousand lbs

Ammonia 39%
Benzene 12%
Methanol 10%
Phenol 6%
Hyrdrogen Sulfide 6%

Water 1.2 million lbs

Nitrate Compounds 94%
Diethanolamine 2%
Ammonia 1%
Zinc Compounds 1%
Molybdenum Trioxide 1%
Other 1%

LAPORTE COUNTY
Total On-site & Off-Site Disposal or
Other Releases: 604 Thousand lbs
Top Five Chemicals
Released Into Air & Water:
Air 94 thousand lbs

N-Hexane 28%
Phenol 23%
Certain Glycol Ethers 14%
1,2,4-Trimethylbenzene 10%
Xylene (mixed isomers) 7%
Other 1%
Water 8.4 thousand lbs

Nitrate Compounds 73%
Barium Compounds 14%
Manganese Compounds 7%
Zinc Compounds 5%
Copper Compounds 1%

To find out more about how you can get
involved in protecting our region from
emerging environmental threats:

SIGN UP FOR ENEWS TO RECEIVE ACTION ALERTS AT SAVEDUNES.ORG

CHECK OUT OUR NEWS SECION AT SAVEDUNES.ORG
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

Site source: 2019 U.S. EPA Toxics
Release Inventory National Analysis

3

The Future Looks Bright for the West Branch
of the Little Calumet River
Following Collaborative
Conservation Action Planning
Save the Dunes and conservation partners have been
hard at work making plans to bring life back to wetlands
that line the Little Calumet River in northern Lake
County, Indiana. The West Branch of the Little Calumet
River boasts rare hemi-marsh habitat essential for
resident wetland birds looking for nesting and foraging
habitat and is an important stopover point for migratory
birds.
Successful approaches to restoring degraded wetlands
common along the West Branch must work within the
engineered levee system put in place to protect nearby
communities such as Gary, Hammond and Highland from
periods of high-water levels and flooding. Through
“Conservation Action Planning,” a globally recognized
approach to setting out conservation targets, threats and
strategies, conservation partners recognized that flood

GREAT EGRET, BEVERLY HOUWING, AUDUBON PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS

alleviation for nearby communities can be optimized if wetland restoration is carried out in a manner that enhances water
storage in concert with the engineered levee controls. The ultimate outcome of the Conservation Action Planning process is a
“Conservation Action Plan,” or “CAP,” that summarizes all of the targets, threats and strategies for the West Branch, including
a vision for what the landscape could look like if all goals are realized. The CAP now serves as a living document available to
inform conservation work on the West Branch for years to come. The CAP is also intended to provide the public with insight
into what makes this area, including their communities, a focus for conservation efforts.

Conservation Vision &
Geographic Scope
"From Indianapolis Blvd. on the
west, to the confluence with Deep
River near Interstate 65 on the
east, the conservation vision for
the West Branch of the Little
Calumet River is to restore and
manage the landscape in a
manner that optimizes flood
alleviation and recreational
opportunities for surrounding
communities while conserving
habitat for breeding marsh birds
and other threatened fish and
wildlife."
4
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“Human Well-Being”
is in focus on the West Branch
Traditional CAPs center on identifying “conservation
targets” such as the wildlife and their habitats that
are in need of protection. The CAP for the West
Branch also centers on “human well-being” targets
that
are
paramount
to
achieving
traditional
conservation goals. Human well-being targets include
enhanced opportunities for recreation, strengthened
connections to nature, improved health, and more.
Ensuring that “human well-being” targets are built
into CAPs increase the long-term success of
restoration work by integrating the aspirations of the
communities that live in and interact with the
landscape.

BRAD KASBERG OF AUDUBON GREAT LAKES ON A WEST BRANCH SITE VISIT

With the completion of the CAP for the West Branch, a collaboration of Save the Dunes, Audubon Great Lakes and the Little
Calumet River Partners, this area of focused conservation work now joins nine other focus areas that are undergoing
Conservation Action Planning in the Calumet region. Save the Dunes is currently working to complete a Conservation Action
Plan Alignment Project that will summarize the targets, threats and strategies for each.
Apart from serving as living documents that can assist with
conservation work for years to come, one of the most exciting
aspects for our team is that the CAPs not only feature original
maps, but they are also full of an array of stunning images that
capture the magnificent wildlife, plants, and landscapes
conservation partners are working hard to protect. We hope
that these beautiful images inspire you to get out and explore
these special places – including the West Branch of the Little
Calumet River.
Funding support for Save the Dunes was provided by the
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation, ArcelorMittal, and
Audubon Great Lakes.

VIRGINIA RAIL, TIM KUHN, AUDUBON PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS

View the full CAP document and a summary companion fact sheet
www.savedunes.org/resources

Farewell to Jeanette Neagu
February brought great sadness to the environmental community as
we said farewell to the ever-passionate Jeanette Neagu. One of
Jeanette’s many causes was protecting the Indiana dunes. She
would fondly share stories about her past experiences advocating
for their protection. Our staff always enjoyed hearing the one about
her as a young girl standing on the Field Museum steps and asking
for signatures on a petition to establish the Sand Dunes National
Park. She was part of the movement of the dunes from an early age,
and she continued that commitment throughout her life - acting as
Board President of Save the Dunes and more recently co-chairing
the organization’s Advocacy and Engagement Committee. She made
many trips to Indianapolis with us to talk to legislators about dunes
protection. Those car rides were incredible opportunities to hear all
about her recent endeavors. I don’t think she ever sat down to take
a break; she always worked towards a cause, be it environmental,
social, animal, and more. She will be deeply missed by the Save the
Dunes Board and Staff.
SAVE THE DUNES ARCHIVE
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The
Plastics
Problem

We all know plastics are harmful to people and the environment,
but does recycling really help?
While enjoying the outdoors, many of us have experienced an area covered with
plastic trash. You may have been overcome with disgust as you noticed the number of
plastic bottles, caps, and smaller broken down pieces of plastic strewn over the
landscape. Or, maybe you have experienced plastic while swimming in Lake Michigan a plastic bag caught in the waves, or a stray balloon on the shoreline. Of course, litter
and plastic pollution are extremely unsightly and nobody wants to enjoy the outdoors
in the trash. Beyond it being unsightly, plastic pollution does have a profound
negative effect on people and our environment.

The Solution: We must reduce our use of plastic!
Plastic production requires an
enormous amount of energy
and resources. This causes
carbon emissions and
contributes to global
warming.

Recycling plastic is not efficient.
Only 9% of plastic ever
produced has been recycled and
60% is discarded into landfills
and oceans.

Plastic trash hurts wildlife.
Animals may consume plastic,
mistaking it for food or
become entangled and limit
their survival.

Plastic does not decompose.
It stays around for thousands
of years and transforms into
"microplastics" that leach
into our food and water
supplies.

Sadly, we use tons of resources and energy to use plastic items ONE time before it is thrown away. Plastic waste is a huge
problem in the Great Lakes and around the world! With most of recycling going to landfills rather than truly being recycled,
REDUCING our plastics use is truly the most effective way to fight the problem. The best thing we can do is to prevent new
sources of plastics from entering the environment.
So how do we say "no" when so many things are made from plastic? Sometimes it may seem unrealistic that just one person
can make a difference, but remember conservation happens as a result of the accumulation of our efforts! That is why Save
the Dunes is proud to be a Plastic Free July partner once again as we join the international movement to eliminate single-use
plastics that plague our rivers, lakes, oceans, and public lands. Keep an eye out through June and July for tips and tricks on
how to go plastic free and how your everyday decisions can make a big difference. Stay tuned for more on our summer beach
cleanup series, learning adventures with experts on being plastic free, and how to properly recycle if you must.

You don't have to wait till July to make a difference! Here's how you
can get started now to keep plastics out of our Great Lakes:
REFUSE single-use plastic items like straws, plastic water bottles, balloons,
and other single-use plastic containers.
REUSE by choosing to replace single use plastics with items such as reusable
water bottles and grocery bags.
REPURPOSE plastic containers where possible.
MAKE AN IMPACT by joining an Adopt-a-Beach cleanup or start your own
beach, trail, or neighborhood litter pick-up.
FOLLOW US on Facebook or Instagram to learn about how to go plastic free,
and when and how to beach clean-up events.
SPREAD THE WORD by sharing this information with friends and family, and
urging them to keep plastic pollution out of the Great Lakes too.
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Restoration & Recreation Access
Save a Dune at Stop 24
There are few projects more near and dear to our hearts than one where we
actually get to save a dune! Save the Dunes is assisting the Town of Long Beach
with a dune habitat restoration and public access enhancement project. This project
takes place at "Stop 24", one of the town's public dune and lakeshore access sites.

Before

After removal of invasive
species and installation of an
ADA/ABA compliant path.
Before

After planting of native
species with protective
covering to prevent erosion.
PHOTOS BY KATIE HOBGOOD

This project began in 2019 and will be complete in June this year. In November of 2020, the contractor hired by the Town of
Long Beach completed the on-the-ground work at the site, including site grading, installation of an ADA/ABA compliant path
system, boulder block installation, fencing installation, and vegetative restoration. This included invasive species removal
and native plant installation. The site has since completely transformed! It is now much more accessible to the public, and
the dune habitat has been cleared of invasive plant species and stabilized with marram grass. We are now eagerly waiting to
see the plants fully grown, and the site's full beauty revealed!

With the site work completed, Save the Dunes will coordinate the following steps to ensure the site is maintained and
appreciated in perpetuity. Our first step is to provide the Town of Long Beach with a Maintenance Plan to care for the
delicate dune ecosystem and coordinate a review of the plan to educate and equip their staff with the information they
need to care for the site. Finally, Save the Dunes will provide opportunities for the Long Beach community to learn about
the restoration process and what they can do to help protect this vital ecosystem! We are honored to be a partner on this
project to preserve our dunes ecosystem's natural beauty and enhance public recreational access to our dunes and Lake
Michigan.
Funding for this project is provided in part by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Indiana Department of
Natural Resources Lake Michigan Coastal Program.
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444 Barker Road
Michigan City, IN 46360

<<Household Name>>
<<Point of Contact>>
<<Address>> <<Address 2>>
<<City>> <<State>>, <<Zip>>

Special Thanks to Our Business,
Corporate, & Foundation Partners
Our Indiana Dunes National Park and Lake
Michigan are top national destinations that drive
tourism, commerce and enhance our quality of
life. Many businesses support the Indiana Dunes
and Lake Michigan through Save the Dunes'
Business, Corporate, & Foundation Partners
Program to propel forward critical conservation
efforts in the region that affects us all.
We established our Partners Program last year
when we had to cancel our large-scale annual
fundraiser Jammin' due to Covid 19. Because of
the prevailing uncertainty in 2021, we will
continue to offer the Business, Corporate, &
Foundation Partners Program to honor our
business community's generous contributions.
Partners receive a wide array of marketing
benefits and unique opportunities for employee
engagement.
Interested in partnering with Save the Dunes?
Contact Myra at 219-879-3564 x123 or
myra@savedunes.org.

Michigan City
Sustainability
Commission

Modern
Woodmen of
America

Applegate & Co.
Dig the Dunes
General Insurance Services
Jacob Interior Trim Corp
Meijer

Mortar Net Solutions
Over Yonder Gift Shop
Strack & Van Til
United Healthcare Services
Unity Foundation

